Fisher of Men
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:19-20
Great Commission
Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!”  Mark 1:17

Me fishing in sierras  / Andy fishing in Colorado

Just do it  - 35 million would go if asked

95% Christians were saved through friend or family
1. Get in the Habit of Fishing
“he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them!” Luke 15:2 (New Living Translation)
Forming Habit
21 days (drinking water after breakfast
284 days ( jogging up a hill once a week)
66 days some say is an average.
 Commit to Thirty Days –. Make it Daily –. Start Simple – Remind Yourself . Stay Consistent – Be accountable, find a reminder
Realize that people matter to God and you are God’s ambassadors 

Read Luke 15 / 3 Parables bring out the fact that people matter to God

-Something of great value was missing

-That which was missing was important enough to warrant an all out search

-Retrieval results in rejoicing

2. Identify your fishing Pond

“You will be my witnesses, in Jerusalem, in all of Judea, in Samaria, and in every part of the world.”  Acts 1:8 (NIV)

My world is different than your world
8-15 people God has supernaturally placed in your world.
Look around.
don't notice planes fly over my house in Glenview.
FINISHED FILES….. NOTICE # OF "F'S"
READ TRIANGLE OUT LOUD
Immediate family; Relatives; Close Friends; Work and Neighborhood friends

Acquaintances

3.  Learn about the fish in your pond
"Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully……” Acts 17:22,23
What are their needs, interests and hurts?

Upland: Upland, CA has a population of 75,851
median age in Upland is 38
66% speak English and 24% speak Spanish
SoCal has 22 million people, 
inviting works!!
(www.csm.org/losangeles.php) reports that Greater Los Angeles is:

The largest Mexican metropolitan area outside of Mexico 
The largest Japanese metropolitan area outside of Japan 
The largest Taiwanese metropolitan area outside of Taiwan 
The largest Korean metropolitan area outside of Korea 
The largest Filipino metropolitan area outside of the Philippines 
The largest Thai metropolitan area out side of Thailand 
The largest Vietnamese metropolitan area outside of Vietnam

Southern California is one of the largest mission fields in the world. 

What do I have common with them?

Movies, jobs, sports team, soccer, grandkids, kids, 
4. Remember that Fish get hungry at different times.
”Be wise in the way you act toward those who are not believers..” Col.4:5 

Resistant Stage – skeptical, self satisfied, spiritually apathectic 
Receptive Stage – aware of unmet needs or spiritual void

Seeker Stage – looking for answers to problems
Consideration Stage – notice believers and the difference in their lives

Understanding Stage – need to know why and how to become a Christian

Ready Stage- ready to pray to receive Christ as their savior

5. Go where the Fish Are Biting
”I have become all things to all people so I could save some of them in any way possible.”  1 Corinthians 9:23 

Don’t let cultural differences become barriers
 "adapting to their culture" sounds like theological liberalism but it is not
Jerusalem Conference in Acts 15 the issue was 'do Gentile believers have to follow Jewish customs and culture to be considered true Christians?' 'No way!'" 

"The problem with many churches today is that they're stuck in the culture of the 1950s – using bait and hooks that worked in that era, and they're wondering why the fish are no longer biting,"  Warren. 

reaching receptive people
 don't go after re-enlisting inactive people
 those who are going through a change move/job/health
 in under tension / in transition.
Build a Bridge of Friendship

Gently teach those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people's hearts, and they will believe the truth. Then they will come to their senses and escape from the Devil's trap. For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants. 2 Tim. 2:25-26

Become Aware Commit to Prayer Show you Care Be Ready to Share

Difference approaches:
 Peter, ( in your face); 
Paul, (intellectual); 
Blind Man (testimonial); 
Matthew (relationship); Barbeque first principle  
 Samaritan Woman (invitational); 
Dorcus (helping)

Work with people you know, activities you already do

Make an impact prayer list

Your testimony

The Bridge; 
Hall of Fame ( 5 years, no errors, no strikeouts, never miss a game)

Airplane ( know about planes, never flew in one)

Romans Road ( 3:23; 6:23; 5:8; 10; 9, 10, 13)

How to be a Fisher of Men
“I will show you how to fish for people!” 
Matthew 4:19 (New Living Translation)
1. Get in the habit of ____________________________________
“he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them!” 
Luke 15:2 (New Living Translation)

2. ___________________________________  your fishing Pond
“You will be my witnesses, in Jerusalem, in all of Judea, in Samaria, and in every part of the world.”  Acts 1:8 (NIV)
3.  ___________________________  about the fish in your pond
"Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully……” Acts 17:22,23
4. Remember that Fish get hungry at ________________________________
”Be wise in the way you act toward those who are not believers..” Col.4:5 

5. Go where they are  ______________________________  
”I have become all things to all people so I could save some of them in any way possible.”  1 Corinthians 9:23 
Gently teach those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people's hearts, and they will believe the truth. 2 Tim. 2:25

